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Abstract

A Study on the Allegory of Japanese Imperialism in

Korea and Chinese Children’s Story
—Focused on The Rabbit and the Monkey and The Golden Duck Empire

Dou Quanxia

This study analyzed allegory of Japanese imperialism in Korean and
Chinese children’s story, focused on The Rabbit and the Monkey and
The Golden Duck Empire. Korea was the colony of Japan, so allegory
of Korea was also analyzed in this study. In The Rabbit and the
Monkey and The Golden Duck Empire, can check the allegory of Korea
and Japan in common.

The Rabbit and the Monkey and The Golden Duck Empire also has an
allegory about the king of Japan. The king monkey in The Rabbit and
the Monkey shows the aggressiveness and imperialism of the monkey
country. The Golden Duck Empire parodies the story from the creation
of the Bible, and there is an interesting feature that the Golden Duck
God creates the duck god and the duck poo goddess. This is a satire on
the Japanese king and queen. The Golden Duck Empire also has an
allegory about chivalry of Japan.

The Rabbit and the Monkey and The Golden Duck Empire also has an
allegory about the exploitation of Japanese imperialism. The Rabbit
and the Monkey satirized the colonial exploitation of Japanese

imperialism and criticized it through allegory. The Golden Duck
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Empire has detailed allegory of international relations surrounding
Korea at that time. This confirms that Zhang Tianyi was very interested
in the process of colonizing Korea by Japanese imperialism.

Zhang Tianyi’s creation reminds Asian readers who are opposed to
imperialism and fascism and try to overcome the internalization of
racism, the theory of social evolution and orientalism again the
importance of international solidarity. Children in Korea and China can
get a sense of question about imperialism and fascism easily and
interestingly by reading The Rabbit and the Monkey and The Golden
Duck Empire. The two works can be evaluated as excellent examples

of children’s story that use allegory.
u Keywords: Ma Haesong, The Rabbit and the Monkey, Zhang Tianyi, The Golden

Duck Empire, Korean children’s story, Chinese children’s story, Japanese

imperialism, allegory
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