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Abstract

A Study on Song Chang-il, a Writer in North Korea
—with a Focus on His Post-Liberation Activities in North Korea

Kim Jemma

Song Chang-il was a children’s literature author who was active for
30 years from 1929 through 1959, publishing about 130 works
including children’s songs, stories for children, teen-age stories, and
critical essays. His works demonstrated some literary achievements
across the Korean history of children’s literature, having been included
in various selections or collections of children’s literature from the
Period of Japanese Occupation to this day. Meanwhile, he also
betrayed discontinuity in a contradictory fashion with his pro-Japanese
literature towards the last days of the Japanese colonial rule and his
revolutionary literature that favors the North Korean regime. In many
respects, Song Chang-il is an author who reveals both the achievements
and limitations of the Korean children’s literature.

After the National Liberation, Song expanded the scope of the
literary circle by serving as a member of the Children’s Literature
Committee, a division of the (North) Korean Federation of Literature
and Arts. Between 1954 and 1956, he also led the literary community
by serving as a member of the editing committee for Children’s

Literature, the magazine for the Korean Writers” Union. His post-
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liberation creative work can be broadly divided into ‘the period of
peaceful construction’ (1945-1950) and ‘the period of postwar socialist
construction’ (1953-1967). In the period of peaceful construction, his
major works treated the change of people’s lives in the wake of the
land reform and the revamping of the legal system, whereas in the
period of postwar socialist construction, his principal works praised the
fatherland and the leader or tried to transform the public perception of

the new system and the democratic reform
m Keywords: Song Chang-il, writer in North Korea, Children’s Literature,

children’s literature in North Korea, the period of peaceful construction, the period

of postwar socialist construction
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