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Abstract

An Eye Tracking Study When Reading a Picture Book,

“It’s Okay”
—Based on Korean-English Bilingual Children in the U.S,

Hyejin Park, Boyoung Park & Myoung-sook Han

The purpose of the study is to investigate the eye gaze patterns of
three KoreanEnglish bilingual children in the U.S. when reading a
Korean picture book, “It’s okay.” The three bilingual children at
various written language developmental stages in Korean and English
participated in the study. We followed the children’s eye gaze while
they looked at the book on a computer monitor and listened to a
narration.

The proportions of children’s eye gaze fixation time were calculated
on three areas of interest: text, narrated pictures, and nonnarrated
pictures. The results showed a pattern that (1) the three children’s total
fixation time on the three areas of interest were 45.24%, 38.91%, and
38.86% of the total reading time; (2) during their fixation time, the
text-to-picture fixation ratios were 0.5:99.5%, 26:73%, and 44:56%;
and (3) the children looked at the non-narrated pictures for 44.61%,
50.44%, and 51.13% of their total fixation time.

However, the child who speaks Korean fluently more often looked at
the narrated pictures more than the nonnarrated pictures. The results of

the study can provide significant implications for reading education in
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bilinguals. Further studies are needed to include Korean monolingual

children and to investigate eye gaze patterns across time while reading.

u Keywords: Picture book, Eye tracking, Narrated pictures, Nonnarrated pictures,

Reading patterns, Eye gazes in reading.
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