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Abstract

The System of North Korean Early Childhood Magazine
Kkotbongori and the Internalizing Strategy
of Socialist Moral Education

Choi, Yoonjeong
(Konkuk University)

This study set out to investigate Kkotbongori, a picture magazine for
kindergarten children in North Korea. The magazine is an educational program
for kindergarten children, covering the content needed in socialist moral
education and the intellectual training of pre-school children. Since there were
few discussions about the magazine, the study aimed to figure out the
characteristics of children’s magazines in North Korea by looking into its system
and composition.

“Socialist moral education” is a general cultural virtue required from all the
people of North Korea. It covers the manners, norms, and orders that should be
observed in school, sodiety, and home based on loyalty to the leader and
patriotism. The basic items of virtue in socialist moral education are attachment
to the organization and group, the spirit of sacrificing oneself for the community,
and hatred for imperalists. Kkothongori takes strategic methods for its
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composition and editing to promote the internalization of socialist moral
education. There are five major types of its strategies: an encounter with the ruler
through legends, presentation of exemplary protagonists, virtue of socialist moral
education hidden in fairy tales with pictures, social class culture based on the
analogy of animals, and Seongun idea in a learning quiz. These strategies meet
the needs and educational goals of the North Korean society trying to build the
types of man for the construction of a sodalist state. In short, Kkotbongori served
is. mission fully as a culure magawzine for the ideological education of
kindergarten children before elementary school.

Key words : kindergarten in North Korea, childhood, children’s literature, children’s
magazine, picture magazine, Kkotbongor, socialist moral educetion,
internalization
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