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Abstract

A Study on So-cheon Kang’s Dramas for Children

Hong Changsoo

This paper studies So-cheon Kang’s dramas for children, which have
never been studied before. The beginning of his writing of drama for
children and his Christian background have been discussed, and then
his dramas are classified into three distinct types and analyzed
carefully according to the author’s view of the world, thematic
consciousness, and attitude toward the children-audience.

Based on the present records, it is assumed that So-cheon Kang’s
creative writing and interest on the theatre for children were started
before December 1936 when he presented his very first drama for
children, Rainstorm passes by. Working as a teacher of a Sunday
school, he wrote and presented dramas. This fact is an essential part
and a starting point of determining his world described in his works.
Born in a Christian family and baptized as an infant, he developed his
Christian faith which eventually related to most of the Christianity
plays for children that he wrote. These theatres for children were
deliberately created for the Christmas events of the church. In this
context, So-cheon Kang can be surely called a Christian playwright for

children. The creation of Christianity drama for children disproves
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absence of interest compared to the ordinary drama for children which
does not contain any religious impression.

The first type of his dramas for children aims to show the
absoluteness of Christianity. Despite the different tone and mood of
their theatre formats, two works, Rainstorm passes by and An old man
Park and a mountain god, emphasize the Christian mission and
spiritual enlightenment by setting up a confrontation between believer
and non-believer, making the non-believer repent his sin, and ceasing
superstitions with the absoluteness of Christianity.

The other Christian type includes dramas for children celebrating
Christmas. The stories of Santa Claus who children waited for and An
arrested Santa Claus have in common that kids, once greedy for Santa
Claus gifts, atone for their greed and malicious behaviors and
comprehend the true meaning of Santa Claus. Unlike these works, A
Christmas gift depicts affectionate and warm-hearted children who feel
sympathy for the poor and indeed consider them.

The second type is the morality play delivering moral ethics and
upright mind to children. The deep-blue sun conveys a lesson that
informs the importance of truthful mind and thoughtfulness which
enables to embrace friend’s faults. Applied the theme of treasure hunt
game, Treasure hunt makes an issue of excessive acquisitiveness and
encourages altruistic life. Two works absent of Christianity contain a
voice of a teacher/author sending a message of enlightenment and
moral lessons.

The two types of play mentioned above have a shortcoming in that
their stories suddenly end with an artificial closure. Father conclusively
solves the conflict by rescuing Samsung in Rainstorm passes by. In An
old man Park and a mountain god, the old man Park, an anti-Christian,

listens to the mountain god and readily goes to the chapel. Likewise,



the children in Santa Claus who children waited for recognize an old
beggar woman as the Santa Claus by just believing Myung-soo’s
words. Also, the conflict in Treasure hunt is suddenly unraveled by the
other gift prepared by Yung-ja. Such a way to finish the story is
adequate to conclude a situation rapidly and easy to send the author’s
message to a children-audience. However, this approach reveals a fault
that the author, in a position of a missioner/author or teacher/author,
only regards children-audience as a subject of passive enlightenment
and reformation.

The third type includes So-cheon Kang’s drama for children, A
scarecrow and a sparrow, which is quite a remarkable work different
from the previous dramas. It is a fable comedy which depicts a pure
and playful world where mischievous baby sparrows and children get
funny with each other. Adoptions of melodies of children’s favorite
songs and a costume play that makes children act as a scarecrow not
only make them interested and fun but also allow them to participate

actively.

m Keywords: So-cheon Kang, children’s story writer, drama for children, theatre
for children, Christianity plays, Christmas play, morality play, allegory play,
children-audience, costume play, Rainstorm passes by, treasure hunt, Santa Claus
who children waited for, A Christmas gift, An old man Park and a mountain god,

An arrested Santa Claus, The deep-blue sun, An scarecrow and a sparrow
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