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Abstract

The Possibility of a Children’s Literary Canon in Unification
Era(2)

— Focused on Nursery Rnyme and Children’s Verse in 1920s

Ma, Sungeun

This paper is the first attempt to find an intact canon of children’s literature
in the 1920s when the national children’s literature began, not a half-canon.
Thus, analyzed the perspective of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on
nursery rhyme and children’s verse in the 1920s and compared the aspects of
the nursery thyme and children’s verse in the 1920s in the both Korea’s
anthologjes.

DPRK grasps that children’s literature began to appear in the 1920s as the
national literary movement became more active after the March 1st Movement.
It was confirmed that the view of the both Koreas was consistent that the
national children’s literature began in the 1920s. In DPRK, the nursery rhyme
and children’s verse from the 1920s is largely divided into line of critical
realism and socialist realism.

More than half of the nursery thyme and children’s verse in the 1920s
contained in South Korean anthology is also contained in North Korean
anthology. This proves that it’s possible to seek a children’s literary canon in
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unification era. Children’s literature in the 1920s was the beginning of the
national children’s literature. Both Korea’s quest for a canon of the nursery
thyme and children’s verse in the 1920s together will be a big step to children’s

literature in unification era.

Keywords : children’s literature in unification era, canon, national children’s literature,
anthology, 1920s, nursery rhyme, children’s verse
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