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Abstract

Expansionistic Desire and Masculinity Found

in Scientific Novels Written in the 1960°s
—Focusing on The Woojuhangro and Geumseongtamheomdae
by Han Nak-won

Jang Sukyung

The purpose of this study is to examine Han Nak-won’s
T'Woojuhangro; and "Geumseongtamheomdae; to see how the aspects
of masculinity were constructed culturally in children’s science novels
of the time and how they formed images then.

In the 1950’s to 60’s when there was the Cold War between the US
and the Soviet Union, the public’s desire that could be summed up as
enthusiasm, trends, and hypnosis about pioneering the universe was
distributed and consumed in the forms of SF through newspaper or
magazine’s articles, movies, the television, radio, or printed media. As
children’s SF narratives triggered expansionistic desire about
pioneering the universe, two narrative characteristics were revealed
then.

First, with expansionistic desire and the boy hero’s return, they tried
to reestablish powerful masculinity culturally. Previously, the
imperialistic culture of masculinity constructed the culture of
masculinity with the images of solders and heroes, but the 1960’s,
masculinity got withered due to the harmful consequences of the war,

and their images were changed to solders and the handicapped. In the
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1960°s, however, boy heroes returned through SF novels, which
revealed expansionistic desire. Yet, it was just about the change of
places for adventure from the Earth to the universe, for example, the
Mars and Venus.

Second, through separation from incomplete others, they tried to
establish the perfect image of masculinity and reinforce male-oriented
culture. In SF novels, women function as an auxiliary character like a
correspondent and exist as a passive female image playing roles as a
being either trapped by alien enemies or just waiting in the spaceship.
Particularly, when the female characters are kidnapped by the enemies,
men penetrate deep into the enemy’s position to save them, and here,
through their struggle in spite of death, their masculinity as a leader is
highlighted. Also, although they have achieved great civilization, aliens
are depicted there as either ridiculous or gross animal images, for
instance, ‘an old frog’ or ‘a duck’ in Disney. This is to stress the
nobility of masculinity by describing the images of women and aliens
as others contrastively.

As examined above, in the 1960’s, there was an overflowing social
atmosphere demanding powerful masculinity to promote
industrialization as rapidly as possible. In fact, SF narratives
contributed to creating the images of expansionistic desire towards the

universe as well as complete and powerful masculinity culturally then.

u Keywords: SF Narratives, Expansionistic Desire, The Universe, Male-oriented

Culture, The war, The boy, Hero

== EEA: 2018, 11. 15, / AMAPZE: 2018, 11.22~12.02. / ARH=REL: 2018. 12.05.





