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Abstract

The Possibility of a Children’s Literary Canon

in Unification Era
—Focused on The Rabbit and the Monkey

Ma Sungeun

In order to prepare a complete genealogy and canon of children’s
literature in unification era, both Koreas should present writers and
works that can be understood and accepted. This study proved that Ma
Haesong is such a writer, and that his children’s story The Rabbit and
the Monkey is a children’s literary canon in unification era that both
Koreas can be understood and accepted.

The rabbits who became the monkeys are a satire on pro-Japanese,
pro-American and pro-Soviet collaborators. It’s a servility that rabbits
can’t live as rabbits and try to become other animals. The rabbits must
live as rabbits and that’s independence. In North Korea, it will be
evaluated as a work that shows that people can’t live as owners of their
own destiny unless they have independence.

After the monkeys who forced upon the rabbit country were driven
out, the rabbit country had to build its own independent country.
However, the rabbits who became the monkeys remain opposed to
independence. Therefore, North Korea will evaluate this work as a
reminder of the importance of independence to children’s readers,

while satirizing and criticizing a servility. Criticizing a servility and
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emphasizing independence in this work is like repeatedly emphasizing
children’s literature in North Korea. Therefore, it’s likely that both
Koreas agree that the work is a children’s literary canon in unification
era.

The Rabbit and the Monkey reflects the Ma Haesong’s ideas for
unification and democracy while advocating progressive democracy.
Ma Haesong criticized the foreign military stationed in our land and a
servility supporting them like God as a stumbling block to unification
and the establishment of an independent nation. In North Korea, the
rabbits will be judged by showing their attitude that they are not
owners of themselves and are expected of foreign power.

Three years after The Rabbit and the Monkey was completed in
1947, war broke out on the Korean Peninsula, which was symbolized
as the rabbit country. Just like the rabbit country, a horrible sight
unfolded on this land. First of all, the war is still not over. It’s
interesting to see that the work predicted World War III or nuclear war.
But what is really important is that it predicted a war on the Korean
Peninsula in just three years. The key point is that the war can’t be
avoided if the foreign military remains in the presence of foreign
forces, as it has not been able to establish a unified and independent
nation after independence.

The rabbits appealed for peace. However, without the construction of
a unified and independent nation to realize independence, appealing for
peace could not stop the war. Through this process, the writer
emphasize that “independence is a precondition for peace.” Therefore,
it would be a historic first step in children’s literature in unification era
for both Koreas to jointly present The Rabbit and the Monkey as a

children’s literary canon in unification era.
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