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Abstract

The Return of Oral Narratives in Picture Books
and Children’s Literature of Digital Age

Kim, Jieun
(Seoul Institute of the Art)

The artist Suzy Lee says that a silent book is a very loud book full of dialogues.
To write is to stop a word in space. The primary oral culture, which existed
before the development of print publication, is moving to the secondary oral
culture in the digital age.

This paper examines the primary orality found in picture books, especially
silent books and the trends of oral narratives that are characteristic of the history
of children’s literature. Also it learns about children’s oral performance while
reading silent books. Some Korean picture books have shown significant
achievements in the silent book genre. Silent books breaking down the boundaries
of words and sympathizing with pictures are becoming literary basis for children
and adolescent readers around the world trying to communicate beyond the
bartiers of translation.

With regard to media literacy in particular, this study analyzes the oral tastes
and performance manner of readers newly emerging around picture books and
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children’s literature. It examines how the media literacy in digjtal era affects the
narrative of children’s stories in terms of the communal character of oral
performance. This reveals the meaning of literary oral experience given to the
child.

Children and adolescents learn about the real world from books and can start
to imagine a future world. Books also provide answers to philosophical questions
such as “How will I live in the future?” Young readers’ interest lies in the
upcoming changes. In that sense, they are the future readers who come with
questions from far away.

The purpose of this paper is to lay the groundwork for basic analysis of literary
experience of future readers living in the present digjtal age.

Key words : picture book, silent book, orality, digital, media literacy, children’s
readers, Children’s literature
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