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Abstract

A Study on Posthumanitarian Function of The Nonhuman

Characters in Children’s Literature
— Focus on The Works of Ma Haesong —

Choi, Mikioung

As part of the work to ascertain the value and meaning of the nonhuman
character shown in children's literature, the goal of this artidle is in revealing the
function of the nonhuman character from a posthuman perspective, and for this
purpose, the nonhuman characters in the works of Ma Haesong were analyzed.
In this abstract, nonhuman characters are nonhuman beings who feel, speak and
act like humans in the epic, and based on how nonhuman characters lie
between humans and nonhuman characters, the nonhuman characters in
children's literature were analyzed by dividing them into ‘nonhuman speaking as
human beings, ‘nonhuman speaking as nonhuman beings,” and ‘objectively
described nonhuman beings.” As a result, the nonhuman character’s posthuman
functions identified through the Ma Haesong’s works are as follows. First,
expand the perception of nonhumanity, second, to reflect on human beings,
third, to suggest humannonhuman relationships, fourth, it highlights children as
a lost link between humans and nonhuman beings.

At this time, the last function has an important meaning, especially in
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children’s literature. In children’s literature, nonhuman characters are displayed
in front of children, along with their children’s representations. This is because
child readers identify themselves as children’s representations, and children as
Jost links between the world and humans’ can connect with themselves as
actors, not as reactors.

Nonhuman characters are epic devices that reveal the relationship between
nonhuman and nonhuman beings. Now that modern belief that humans have
an edge over other creatures is greatly challenged, the nonhuman character in
the posthumans ecosystem itself creates a new perspective on the relationship
between humans and other objects. From a posthumanitarian perspective, the
task of examining the functions of nonhuman characters in children’s literature
is meaningful in that it can serve the needs of our society, where issues such as
animal rights and robot rights are emerging at the forefront, and as an
experience to foster children’s environmental and ecological sensibilities, it can

be a process to find meaning in children’s literature.

Keywords: nonhuman being character, anthromorphization, posthuman, children’s
literature, Ma Haesong
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